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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

Petition 

Applicant hereby petitions to make this new application, which has not received any 
examination by the Examiner, special. 

Claims 

(a) All the claims in this case are directed to a single invention. 

(b) If the Office determines that all the claims presented are not obviously directed to 
a single invention, then applicant will make an election without traverse as a prerequisite to the 
grant of special status. 

Search 

A search has been made by foreign patent office in the following: corresponding foreign 
patent office or at the former International Patent Institute at The Hague, Netherlands. 
Copy of Referent 

There is submitted herewith a copy of the references deemed most closely related to the 
subject matter encompassed by the claims, except for those already of record. Also attached is 
Form PTO-1449. 
11/13/2003 HVU0NG1 00000018 10654500 
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Detailed discussion of the references 

There is submitted herewith a detailed discussion of the references, which discussion 
particularly points out how the claimed subject matter is distinguishable over the references. 
Also attached is an Information Disclosure Statement. 

DETAILED DISCUSSION OF THE RFFFRFNPFc; 

Applicants' claim 23 includes a feature which is neither disclosed nor suggested by the 
art cited in the Search Report, namely: 



. . .wherein one of said master disc retaining means and said 
magnetic disc retaining means bring the magnetic part of the 
master disc and the disc-like magnetic recording medium towards 
each other a plurality of times, overlap position betwPPn **\ei 
master disc and said disc-like recording medium is different each nf 
said times . . .(emphasis added) 

This is illustrated by Figure 21 of the above-identified application. As shown, overlap position 
between the master disc and the disc-like recording medium is different each time one of the 
master disc and the disc-like recording medium are brought toward each other. 

The International Search Report cites 11 references. The first four references will be 
discussed below. References 5-11 will not be discussed because they are all Japanese 
applications and they were all published after the PCT filing date of the above-identified 
application. 

Claim 23 is not anticipated by JP 10-040544. JP 10-040544 forms projections and 
recesses corresponding to information signals on and in a surface of a base body. A surface of 
the thus-obtained master information carrier is brought in touch with a surface of a sheet-like 
or disc-like magnetic recording medium with a ferromagnetic thin film or ferromagnetic particle- 
applied layer, whereby a magnetization pattern corresponding to the projections and recesses 
on the surface of the master information carrier is recorded to the magnetic recording medium. 
JP 10-040544 does not disclose different overlap position between master disc and disc-like 
recording medium each time at least one of the disc and the disc-like recording medium are 
brought towards each other. 
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Claim 23 is not anticipated by JP 10-162360. JP 10-162360 discloses a magnetic 
transfer method in which a disc-shape master medium with information recorded is rotated in 
close contact with an unrecorded disc-like slave medium, with a magnetic field energized using 
a magnet, so that magnetic transfer is performed from the master to the slave medium. JP 10- 
162360 does not disclose different overlap positions between the two discs each time one of the 
two discs is brought towards each other. 

Claim 23 is not anticipated by JP 10-320768. JP 10-320768 discloses the use of 
projecting parts and recessed parts corresponding to master information pattern are formed on 
a substrate. Surfaces of the projecting parts are composed of ferromagnetic material, and 
bottom surfaces of the recessed parts are made to be either of the surface of the substrate 
consisting of ferromagnetic material or high polymer material. JP 10-320768 does not disclose 
different overlap positions between two discs as at least one of the two discs is brought towards 
each other. 
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Claim 23 is not anticipated by JP 11-025455. JP 11-025455 discloses a spindle of a 
master disc is inserted into a center hole of the slave disc, and an exhaust valve is closed and 
an inlet valve is opened to operate a suction pump. When an exhaust pump is operated to 
discharge air, the master disc and the slave disc are closely stuck to each other. Thus, JP 11- 
025455 does not disclose two discs in which overlap between the two discs is changed each 
time at least one of the two discs are brought towards each other. 
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